
ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ υυ ɀ 7ÅÅË ϋ 

13 - 19 December 2014  

This was the week that the shape of our house became a reality with both the roof structure and 

concrete slab completed. 

Day 43: The A Team turned up first thing and started the preparation work to get the ground levelled 

and the sand down ready to lay out the rebar for the slab. 

 
The preparation work starting. 

Meanwhile Ming's three workers continued to build the roof. It was very pleasing to see eight people 

working on the site rather than Ming + one, which we got down to at one stage. We headed to Nong 

Bua Lamphu and Thai Watsadu to pick up a couple of rolls of black plastic to lie on top of the sand and 

under the rebar as a vapour barrier, which is there to slow the concrete drying period. 
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Levelled and black plastic being rolled out. All plumbing complete including P-Traps! 

COMMENT: Do double check the positioning of all of your internal pipes because once they are under a 

layer of concrete it is a major effort to correct any mistakes. In my case the shower waste locations 

ended up being wrong as Ming located them based on a single layer block wall. As my walls were double 

they ended up being around 8 cm too close to the wall and prevented me installing a good looking waste 
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Not the result I was expecting. It would have been so easy to correct at this stage. 
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Despite this slip Ming is mostly pretty on top of his job. Here he has incorporated the electrical conduit 

to bring electricity into the house under the slab. He wants to bring power from the roadside pole to the 

house underground, which shows an unusual sensitivity for the aesthetics of the build for a Thai. 

 
Electrical conduit in place. 

: If you are planning to include things like external power outlets or garden lighting then make COMMENT

sure you have these conduits in place to run power under the concrete slab before it is poured. In my case 

the power from the house will go between the two layers of AAC blocks, which is why the conduit is 

placed in the middle of the concrete column. 

http://tonyinthailand.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/DSC_0132.jpg


 
Slab formwork starting to be put up. A one metre surround to the house outside the walls 

so 260 m2 of concrete (13 x 20 metres). 

By the end of the day the A Team were starting to lay out the rebar for the reinforcing, which was to be 

constructed on site, a task I was pleased not to have to do. We decided to go this way rather than the 

off-the-shelf versions they were made from a thinner rebar and everything else in the build has been of 

quality so why stop now? The extra labour costs would be covered by Ming and he didn't have any 

problems in going down this route. 

Day 44: The weekend. Gotta love the seven day a week build regime here. The roof guys started to put 

up the central supporting beam that will form the ridge to the roof. 
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Struggling to make sure the beam is vertical while Ming welds. Everything is checked on 

this build (except my waste drains!) 

 
Workers above building the roof and below constructing the rebar reinforcing. 
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This is a separate concrete area being built at the back of the land next to the bore for to 

house the water tank, filter and pumps. 

  
The concrete base completed and in use by the end of the build. 
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Each join is tied together with thinner wire. Not the most interesting job. 

 
The team working at tying the rebar together. All done in good spirits, which is 

something they also consume in amazing quantities at the end of the day! 
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Here you can see the centre beam in place and the start of the roof structure happening. 

Day 45: The preparation for the slab was finished and the concrete pour booked for the morning. Ming 

and team made great progress on one half of the roof. 

 
This starts to look like a roof. 

http://tonyinthailand.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/DSC_0239.jpg
http://tonyinthailand.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/DSC_0263.jpg

